
 

 

College Taster Pack 

Performing Arts  
& Backstage Production  



 

Welcome 
 
Welcome to Abingdon & Witney College and the Performance & Production 
Curriculum Area. We look forward to you starting your study programme with us in 
September 2021.  
 
Performance & Production is one of our curriculum areas, alongside Media & 
Games, Music Technology and Art & Design, that sit within the faculty called Creative 
Industries. 
 
We have put this pack together for you to prepare for your transition to college and to 
experience the type of learning and projects you will undertake on your course. To 
start, there are plenty of subject-specific links and activities for you to investigate. 
Then, find the summer project for your course/level and get stuck in.    
 
If you have any questions (no question too big or small), please email our 
Faculty Inbox on creativeindustries@abingdon-witney.ac.uk where we will direct your 
query to the relevant team member.  
 

 
 
 
Follow us:  @awtocatickets @awtoca @abwitcollege 
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Challenge 1: Creative Careers  

 
In our faculty we underpin our curriculum with four key elements that enable our 
students to progress and succeed in the Creative Industries in the 21st Century.  
 

 
Look at these websites: 
 

https://discovercreative.careers/#/ 
 
https://getintotheatre.org/blog/complete-list-of-jobs-in-theatre-industry 
 
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors/creative-
arts-and-design/overview-of-the-creative-arts-sector-in-the-uk# 
 
http://www.theatrecrafts.com/pages/home/topics/jobs/ 

 
1. Why do you think development in these four areas is important to be 

successful in the Creative Industries? 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2. What type of creative career would you like to aim for and why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. As a key part of your course we ask all learners to find a one-week work 
placement. Where would you like to go for your placement? Who do you need 
to contact in order make this happen?  
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Challenge 2: The Virtual Experience  

  
Lockdowns haven’t got in the way of our students’ creativity and productivity. Go to 
our end of year shows webpages and follow the links to see what we are getting up 
to. What is your favourite and why?  
 
Take a look at all of our events here:  
https://www.abingdon-witney.ac.uk/end-of-year-shows-2020  
  
END OF YEAR SHOWS 2021 – INSERT LINK HERE 

 
1. Lip sync challenges 
Everybody’s Talking About Jamie (Level 3 Diploma) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OaKqupmtiSM&feature=youtu.be 

 
Everybody’s Talking About Jamie (Level 3 Extended Diploma) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x4V0G5aEPMI&feature=youtu.be 

 
2. Industry workshops 
Hamilton Workshop (with Q&A) with West End Industry Professional 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=usSYsO0NqE4&feature=youtu.be  

 
3. Rehearsing for our end of year musical Kinky Boots  
We were selected as one of the first amateur dramatics group to perform Kinky 
Boots, but due to Covid-19 our performance had to be cancelled. We picked 
ourselves back up and put our rehearsals to good use, recording vocal parts 
which were then video edited together by a Backstage Production student. 

   
Price & Son Recording:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w3pcpMXd_rk&feature=youtu.be 

 
4. Performing with Oxford Pride  
We were also lucky enough to be selected to work with Oxford Pride and their 
virtual performance (as part of their Pride Parade.)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pT9cVB_KgIE 

 
5. AW Theatre Company 
We run the department as a Theatre Company to develop our business and 
enterprise skills – see our student-designed website. 
https://awtocatickets.wixsite.com/awtheatre 

6. Lighting Design 

We couldn’t put Kinky Boots on a real stage this year, so instead a Backstage 
Production student designed the lighting virtually! 

https://vimeo.com/426598311?activityReferer=1 

 
 
 

https://www.abingdon-witney.ac.uk/end-of-year-shows-2020
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Challenge 3: Summer Project 
 
Every year we set a summer project to help you prepare for your course. This also 
helps us to get to know you, your interests and your work early on. Scroll down to 
find your course and your project. If you can’t find it, or you are not sure what course 
or level you will be starting, please email our Faculty Inbox 
on creativeindustries@abingdon-witney.ac.uk.   
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L3 Performing Arts (Musical Theatre or Dance Pathway) 
Summer Project 
 

 
 
Task 1 Research: As part of the course, you will need to undertake contextual 
research so with this in mind we would like you to pick a contemporary musical 
(1980 onwards) or a dance company performance, watch it online (if possible) 
& write a 500 word review of the show. Please note that if this show has been 
made into a film (and you cannot gain access to watching the show online) please 
feel free to watch the film instead.  
 
Task 2 Practical: Once you have finished your research, we would like you to pick a 
piece from the show to prepare for performance (this could be a piece of music 
you wish to choreograph to, a song you wish to learn, or a monologue you have 
taken/adapted from the script). Please aim for 2 minutes of performance material.  
 
Task 3 Rehearsal & Reflections: To help refine your performance throughout your 
study on the course, you will be required to independently rehearse and reflect. To 
help prepare you for this, please write 3 milestone reflections on your progress 
using the following questions:  
 
REFLECTION 1: After your first initial rehearsal (400words) 
1. What made you select the piece you picked?  

2. What went well in your first rehearsal? 

3. What did not go so well? 

4. What do you feel you need to improve on and HOW will you ensure you can 

improve on this?  



 
 

 

REFLECTION 2: After another rehearsal of your choice (approx. 400 words):  
1. Have you managed to improve on what you identified in the last rehearsal 

reflection (question 5 of reflection 1)?  

2. What have you done to improve? Or what more could you do to improve? 

3. What went well in this rehearsal? 

4. What did not go so well? 

5. What feedback have you received? (Ask a family member or friend to show your 

performance to and gain feedback) 

6. What do you feel you still need to improve on and HOW will you ensure you can 

improve on this?  

REFLECTION 3: Once you feel fully confident (400 words):  
For your third and final reflection, please can you video yourself & watch yourself 
back before answering the questions:  

1. How did you find the process of videoing yourself & watching yourself back? 

2. What would you consider to be the strengths in your video performance? (Think 

about characterisation, knowledge of material & confidence in performance)  

3. What feedback have you gained? (Ask a family member or friend to watch the 

video & provide you some feedback)  

4. What do you think you need to improve on before performing it to a bigger 

audience?   

Please type up your written review and reflective journals and be prepared to submit 
your research & reflections within your induction week at college (September). If you 
do not have access to a computer, please write them by hand (neatly) in a notebook 
that can be submitted. You will also be required to perform your piece that you have 
prepared in a very relaxed environment (no need to panic!)  
 
Best of luck! 
 
 

  



 
 

Level 3 Backstage Production  
& Level 2 Performance & Production  
(Production Arts Pathway): Summer Project 
 

 
 
Task 1: Research  
  
Select a contemporary musical (1980 onwards) and watch the stage version (not the 
film.)  
  
 Answer the following questions based on the musical of your choice.    

1. Who wrote the musical?   
2. What year was it written?   
3. Has it won any awards? (Give examples)  
4. Where is the musical set? (locations)   
5. Can you summarise the plot in 3 sentences (in your own words)?  
6. How were production techniques used to enhance the performance?   

o Lighting  
o Sound  
o Costume  
o Set design  

• Name one thing you dislike about the musical’s production and explain why?   
• Can you list who was in the production team for this show(s)?  

  
Task 2:  Presentation of ideas 



 

• Produce a mood board (scrapbook) or presentation slides to illustrate your 
findings on the show of your choice.  
 

  
Task 3:  Practical 

• Select a scene from the musical  

• Using cereal boxes or any other materials you can find - build a model box to 
show how you would design the set if we were producing it at college.   

 

 
 
Links to resources to inspire you:  
 

https://officiallondontheatre.com/schools-resources/education-packs/ 
 
http://www.theatrecrafts.com/pages/home/topics/scenic-stage-design/  
 
http://modelmakingprocessworkbook.blogspot.com/2016/10/lesson-1-
introduction-to-scale-and.html?m=1 
 
https://dramatics.org/read-render-realize/ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tv_geitX9_4 

 
You will present your set design and findings in the first week of college.  
 
Be creative in your presentation & have fun!  
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Level 2 Performance & Production  
(Performing Arts Pathway): Summer Project 
 

 
 
Task 1 Research: As part of the course, you will need to undertake contextual 
research so with this in mind we would like you to pick any contemporary musical 
(1980 onwards), watch it online (if possible) & write a 500 word review of the 
show. Please note that if this show has been made into a film (and you cannot gain 
access to watching the show online) please feel free to watch the film instead.  
 
You can use the following questions to help you: 

1. What did you enjoy most about the musical? 

2. Anything you didn’t enjoy? 

3. Discuss which technical aspects you feel enhanced the show (lighting, set, 

costume, etc.)  

4. Any particular performances from members of the cast that stood out to you? 

Why? 

Task 2 Practical: Once you have finished your research, we would like you to pick a 
piece from the show to prepare for performance (this could be a piece of music 
you wish to choreograph to, a song you wish to learn, or a monologue you have 
taken/adapted from the script). Please aim for 2 minutes of performance material.  
 
Task 3 Rehearsal & Reflections: To help refine your performance throughout your 
study on the course, you will be required to independently rehearse and reflect. To 
help prepare you for this, please write 2 milestone reflections on your progress 
using the following questions:  
 
REFLECTION 1: After your first initial rehearsal (400words) 
5. What made you select the piece you picked?  

6. What went well in your first rehearsal? 



 
7. What did not go so well? 

8. What do you feel you need to improve on and HOW will you ensure you can 

improve on this?  

 
REFLECTION 2: Once you feel fully confident (400words):  

For your second reflection, please can you video yourself & watch yourself back 
before answering the questions:  

5. How did you find the process of videoing yourself & watching yourself back? 

6. What would you consider to be the strengths in your videoed performance? 

(Think about characterisation, knowledge of material & confidence in 

performance)  

7. What feedback have you gained? (Ask a family member or friend to watch the 

video & provide you some feedback)  

8. What do you think you need to improve on before performing it to a bigger 

audience?   

 
Please type up your written review and reflective journals and be prepared to 
submit your research & reflections within your induction week at college 
(September). If you do not have access to a computer, please write them by hand 
(neatly) in a notebook that can be submitted. You will also be required to perform 
your piece that you have prepared in a very relaxed environment (no need to 
panic!)  
 
Best of luck! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


