College Taster Pack

Foundation Art

Welcome
Welcome to Abingdon & Witney College and the Art & Design Curriculum Area. We look
forward to you starting your study programme with us in September 2020.
Art & Design is one of four curriculum areas, alongside Media & Games, Performance &
Production, Music Technology, that sit within the faculty called The Oxfordshire Creative
Academy (known as TOCA).

We have put this pack together for you to prepare for your transition to college and to experience
the type of learning and projects you will undertake on your course. To start, there are plenty of
subject-specific links and activities for you to investigate. Then, find the summer project for your
course/level and get stuck in.
If you have any questions (no question too big or small), please email our Faculty Administrator,
Alice Snell on alice.snell@abingdon-witney.ac.uk who can direct your query to the relevant team
member.

Follow us: @awtoca @abwitcollege

Challenge 1: Creative Careers
In TOCA we underpin our curriculum with four key elements that enable our students to
progress and succeed in the Creative Industries in the 21st Century.
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Look at these websites:
https://discovercreative.careers/#/
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors/creative-arts-anddesign/overview-of-the-creative-arts-sector-in-the-uk#
1. Why do you think these four elements are important to be successful in the Creative
Industries?

2. What type of creative career would you like to aim for and why?

3. As key part of your course we ask all learners to find a one-week work placement.
Where would you like to go for your placement? Who do you need to contact in order
make this happen?

Challenge 2: Lockdown Links
Wonder what our creative students have been doing during lockdown? We have been rather
busy indeed. Go to our end of year shows 2020 webpage and follow the links to see what we
have been getting up to. What is your favourite and why?
Take a look at all of our TOCA summer events here:
https://www.abingdon-witney.ac.uk/end-of-year-shows-2020

Challenge 3: Summer Project
Every year we set a summer project to help you prepare for your course. This also helps
us to get to know you, your interests and your work early on. Scroll down to find your
course and your project. If you can’t find it, or you are not sure what course or level you
are, contact Alice Snell via email on alice.snell@abingdon-witney.ac.uk.

Level 3/4 Foundation Studies in Art & Design (Abingdon):
Summer Project

A Life in the Day of…

In these challenging times our worlds have become smaller, confined, repetitive and,
possibly, mundane. Yet, despite this situation, many artists and designers are finding this a
platform for a new way of thinking and creating. To be able to produce work that is indicative
of the time is our purpose, is it not?
For your summer project we would like you to reflect on your situation and respond to it
through a visual process of documentation: a diary of sorts, based on the objects, images,
sounds and environments that you come into contact with over a specific period of time.





This may take many forms:
Drawing, painting, making, photographing, filming, sound, collaging, printing,
collecting………………surprise us!
These techniques can be used in combination or you may wish to take a single approach; it’s
up to you.
You may decide to document a day, a week, a month; again – your choice, as long as this
generates a substantial body of work that you can continue to develop over time.
We would like you to portray what your world has become, through an exploration of the
visuals you come into contact with and the situations that you find yourself in.

"We have to ask ourselves: What do we care about? What do we value? What do we love?"

Your summer project outcomes will be exhibited during the first week of term so please
consider how you might want to display your work. It might be advisable to record digitally in
the form of an online portfolio; you can look at the current students’ e-portfolios after the end
of year exhibition. We shall publish these for you. Head here for the links:
https://www.abingdon-witney.ac.uk/end-of-year-shows-2020
Here are a few more links to inspire you for this project. Have fun and good luck. We look
forward to meeting you all in September.
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/gallery/2020/jun/17/home-safe-homeartist-messages-limited-edition-posters-in-pictures
https://www.wired.com/2015/11/paula-zuccotti-everything-we-touch/
http://www.susanhiller.org/

A Life in the Day
More resources:
Peter Dreher: 'Day by Day, Good Day' Since 1974, the German artist Peter Dreher
has painted nearly 5,000 versions of the same picture: a realistic, life-size image of
a plain, cylindrical water glass centrally placed on a blank surface against a white
wall
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q2ypbwPVoJo

Routines of some famous artists:
links to artists' routines
The artist Erwin Wurm is famous for his One Minute Sculptures. You could (should?) make a
sculpture a day inspired by his work and photograph them so they become an archive…
Irwin Wurm at the Tate
Look at these genuinely funny illustrations about lockdown by the Belgian artist Joeri
Christiaen:
Struggles of Family Life
Here is a website people can submit their own work to (some is good, some not so good):

Art in Lockdown
Try the Getty Challenge!
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