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‘Count Me In!’ wins college £2,000 cash prize
Count Me In! - is a new, ground-breaking educational project designed to assist young people with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) to engage in a range of mainstream activities, attain inclusion within further education colleges and all aspects of social involvement.

ASD is a lifelong condition that affects how a person communicates with, and relates to, other people. It also affects how they make sense of the world around them.  Those with autism may also have a learning disability.
Count Me In! - the brainchild of Dr Heather Pike, from Abingdon and Witney College, has generated a great deal of interest and attention, winning a National Association for Managers of Student Services (NAMSS) - Award for Innovation.  Last week the initiative received a £2,000 prize cheque to fund its youth work from NAMSS at their annual awards ceremony.

Abingdon and Witney College in partnership with Oakley College and MacIntyre - a charity service for people with learning disabilities, are currently offering specialist local provision in east Oxfordshire for learners aged 16-25 with ASD.  This proactive partnership has already enjoyed working in close collaboration over the past two years and the Count Me In! programme is testimony to their forward thinking and joint professionalism.
The new project will focus on paving the way for Oakley College students to access mainstream college facilities, predominantly on the Witney campus, where a base-room has been established.  Students will be shown how to use the college resources, the public library on Welch Way and learn how to go shopping independently in the town.  It is felt that a smooth transition from Oakley to a larger college campus over the next 12 months will be beneficial to all Oakley learners in terms of social engagement and enrichment.
A number of cross college activities such as; horticulture, animal care, arts and crafts, dance skills, woodwork, cooking, communication skills and work experience will be made available depending on the needs and interest of each individual.  The initiative is based on the principle of matching the provision to the learner, not vice versa.

Dr Heather Pike, the project’s innovator and Assistant Director Learner Services at Abingdon and Witney College commented: “We are delighted to have won this national award because it will enable students from Oakley College to enjoy a range of integrated activities which will benefit their individual needs.”

 

Abingdon and Witney College will also offer members of its own staff, development and training sessions on understanding ASD Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD), child protection procedures, equality and diversity, and learner engagement.
"We (at Oakley College) are thrilled to receive this recognition from NAMSS to facilitate and extend joint working between ourselves and Abingdon and Witney College. The £2,000 will allow us to further develop and increase the number of activities that we can use to foster joint partnership and inclusion. We hope to use the money to increase our enrichment activities" said Alison Elliot, Manager Oakley College and MacIntyre.
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