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News Release



Release date: 16th June 2008

Local student wins 2nd place at UK finals

Local Beauty Therapy student, Wendy Campbell (37), won second place in the live final of the World Skills UK - Beauty Therapy Competition yesterday, as one of eight finalists from across the country.  She was awarded with a certificate and Silhouette voucher worth £75, as her prize.

Accompanied by Heidi Jordison, her Abingdon and Witney College course tutor and her 16 year old daughter Emma, who volunteered to be a model for the day, they travelled to Cheshire with the car laden down with all the beauty equipment needed to compete in a gruelling 4 and a half hour competition.  

“I’m delighted to have come second in the UK finals and really pleased that everything went so well on the day.  It was a really long day with no breaks and quite nerve-wracking to have the judges peering over your shoulder all the time and scrutinising your work” said Wendy from Steventon.

“I would like to thank all the staff at Abingdon and Witney College for their help and encouragement but in particular, Heidi Jordison, who has been fantastic and inspirational throughout.”

Course tutor Heidi added: “I was very proud to be there and witness Wendy’s fantastic achievement in coming second in the UK Finals.  The judges gave her glowing and positive feedback saying she was very professional, confident, and gave excellent client care.”

Heidi concluded: “All the tutors who have worked with Wendy at college agree that she has a really promising career in the beauty industry but are glad that she’s decided to stay on for one more year and take her Level 3 qualifications.”

The Intermediate Level of the competition involved demonstrating a high degree of skill and professionalism by carrying out five different beauty treatments, within strict time constraints.  Under the watchful attention of the three roving judges, the finalists had to perform:

Facial and eyelash tint (1hr 20 mins)

Full day mak-up (30 mins)

Conversion to evening make-up suitable for Graduation Ball (30 mins)

Pedicure (45 mins)

Manicure (30 mins)

Wendy, a single mother of two explained:  “It’s not easy working and studying at the same time but I would encourage everyone who isn’t already qualified to come back to college.  It’s very fulfilling to learn new skills but you need to be organised and know how prioritise.  Take time to sit down with your kids and explain what lies ahead, they will need to pull their weight when the pressure is on but they’ll benefit too, in the long run.”

Wendy has already enrolled in Level 3 Beauty Therapy course in September at Abingdon and Witney College and is looking forward to learning more.  Her future ambition is to run her own beauty business once fully qualified and possibly train to be a lecturer thus enabling her to teach others beauty therapy skills. 

Abingdon and Witney College offers adults from all walks of life the opportunity to improve career prospects. From horticulture to cookery, from IT to engineering, and of course all aspects of Beauty Therapy,  Abingdon and Witney College has a course to suit all abilities – in a friendly, safe, stimulating environment, with modern facilities and expert tuition. 

Prospective students will find all the courses listed in a prospectus available at their local library and on the web www.gotocollege.co.uk or can phone the college on 01235 555 585 and discuss their options with an advisor. 

- ENDS -
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