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A ‘Fresh Start’ for students in Oxfordshire  as

 David Cameron opens new Academy

The Rt Hon David Cameron MP for Witney will open Oxfordshire’s Fresh Start Academy at Common Leys Farm, Hailey, at 4.00pm on Friday 24th October, on behalf of Abingdon and Witney College. 

The event, held in the Rural Skills Centre, marks the launch of the latest in a nationwide network of Fresh Start Academies providing training and mentoring for young people who wish to become the agricultural and land-based entrepreneurs of the future. 

The Academy will deliver a structured, training course covering a variety of aspects of rural business management embracing the agricultural and land-based industries. 

Denis Chamberlain MBE, Chairman of the Fresh Start initiative, explains: “The Fresh Start Academy in Oxfordshire, the twentieth to open nationwide, will play a crucial role in encouraging young farmers and potential entrants from non-farming backgrounds, to get a foot on the farming ladder. The whole food chain really needs new blood, enthusiastic and ambitious new entrants determined to succeed in the modern farming.”
“In addition to working with farm and land-based students, Fresh Start also seeks to help established farmers think about how they can develop their business in partnership or joint venture with a new entrant, or to plan their exit strategy, if appropriate, in the light of current agricultural policy.

“Fresh Start provides a new route to better skills and more effective career development by encouraging entrants to become farming entrepreneurs as well as improving their business knowledge.”
Chris Jones, Director General of The City and Guilds, is also attending the launch and alongside David Cameron MP will preside over a special awards ceremony and present City & Guilds Horticulture certificates to local land-based and Train to Gain students.

Chris Jones commented: “City & Guilds commends the initiative for mentoring potential young farmers at Fresh Start, and supports the continued development and steady flow of students entering the agricultural and land-based industries. It’s important to actively encourage and develop the essential business and technical skills of our future farmers for the benefit of the UK“

Principal of Abingdon and Witney College, Teresa Kelly said: “Abingdon and Witney College is delighted to be able to host the launch of this enterprising venture, which will have its base here in West Oxfordshire at Common Leys Farm.  The aim of the Academy is to help learners move up the vocational ladder from farm workers to management positions and be supported, in the early stages, by a Business Mentor.  Colleges play a key role in helping people achieve their aspirations. Together with our many stakeholders we help  students gain qualifications, experience the world of work and aquire the entrepreneurial skills they need for a succesful and sustainable career.”

The event will be attended by VIPs, councillors and guests from Oxfordshire County Council, West Oxfordshire District Council, the college’s own Board of Governors, Learning and Skills Council, Aimhigher, and local employers.

If you would like to find out more about Oxfordshire’s Fresh Start Academy or any of the courses on offer at Abingdon and Witney College, please visit www.gotocollege.co.uk
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